CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
distant ages that historical records can trace; from avarice* and cupidity it afterwards received some slow and obscure improvements, but accurate analysis only has lately brought it to perfection. The ancient history of Chemistry offers such a lamentable view of ignorance, superstition, and empiricism that its pages seem no more useful but to prove how laborious, slow, and uncertain is the advancement of human understanding, unless it is aided by the correct results of observation and by an unprejudiced love of truth. Happy is our age, in which, at last, we are acquainted with the elementary laws of existing bodies! Those laws which extend to all material objects, visible or invisible, known or still concealed from our observation; those laws, the limits of which we do not know, because we cannot trace where the limits of nature are to be marked; those laws form and constitute the science of Chemistry; indeed, by its principles it is connected with all the branches of natural philosophy, and by its comparative results it dictates the rules of arts and the processes of manufactories. Under this twofold view Chemistry, embracing all wants and comforts of mankind, is now to be contemplated as the most important and interesting subject, altogether to do honour to your pursuits in its study, and to encourage many more votaries to the acquisition of its numerous advantages.
Philosophy. You know, Gentlemen, how numerous are the branches of universal Philosophy! They form like a beautiful tree, which often has been drawn by the hand of genius; under its shade all sages vied to find shelter or repose, and of its fruits they all wished to partake. When all these branches have been severally examined and studied they appear so well connected, and so much depending on the same laws, that they compose but one science, the mysteries of which cannot be disclosed, unless we enter into the laboratory of the chemist, and there we explore its processes. From these, all sciences in the
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